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YUUNG MINDS, GREEN IDEAS: THE
RISE OF INDIA'S CLIMATE HEROES

The Young Climate Champions Programme continued to grow its impact this year, reaching a wider network

of climate-conscious youth across the country
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5 sustainability and smiranmental

resgonsibity become central to

camversations arcund India's futua,

the youth are increasingly
emerging &s & pawerful force In the
cauntry's climate movement. With e
world's largest youth poputation and an
average age of just 23 years, India is
uniquely positioned fo create & peneration of
climate-conscious citizens capable of driving
meningful change while contributing o the
country's ecanamic growth and

The chmate Is changing, and te evidence i
impassdhie to ignor — in our weather patiems,
our forasts, our oceans, and in the dificult choices
Thurmanily i beng forced 1o rmake, Yet, amid this
wrisis, there & hape, Across citiss, villagss,
campLses and communities, orEnary people are
stegpng forward. Young women aad men & nat
wiading for change; they are becaming the force
- driving it
SAMGITA JINDAL. Chairparsan. JSW Foundation

developmant. Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Restoration. Clean and Renewsble Energy
“ﬂ e '. “’\ wiorked b spresad awareness about Soubons, Envirenmental Education and
13"EART H YCARE sustainabikly chatienges and motlvate Pubilic Engagemant, Sustainatle Waste
AWARDS students to parficipate in the Earth Care Management and Circular Economy. and
D i AR ¥ Awards, Water Stewardship and Resource
Sama of the estagmed institutions that Management,
Recognising this potantial, the 13th edition  were part of Be initiative includad Dalhi Earth Day Natwark India was e outreach
af the Earth Care Awards expanded the Young  Technical Univessity, Daihi; 31, Xavier's College  partner for the propramme.
(CEmale Chamgions Programme ik &5 of Arts and Science, Kozhikode; MIT, At a tima when climale concerns are
sacond editon after the encouraging Fozhikode; T, Gandhinagar; TISS, Guwahati: becaming increasingly urgant. the Young
response % s inaugura year. The The National Cobege, Bengalunc IIT, Roorkee;,  Cmate Chamgloas Programme is
programme engages with young minds Harss) College, Defnl; ¥1-BH); IT-Giwahat;,  positioning India’s youtn not merely as
theough specially designed workshops IIM-Kozreatte; IM-Uraipur; IIT-Deinl; St participants m sustainability efforts, but as
conducted across colleges in Indin. #s corg Haviar's College, Ranchi; Symbiosis CoBage of  fulure leadars capable of shaping & graener
ohjectve & t denfify and recognise Arts and Commerce, Puna, and many mon ant mare resilient fuure
innowvative climate sohutions that can be The respanse this year reflected the
mplemented and rapicated fo crants a growing intarest among India's youth In ‘
positive impact an the ani and local ty and ieadarshan Q
communiies. Thir jury received applications fram 750 THE JURY
This year, the mitiative expanded studants and 250 institutians from across = Harshita Umesh
sqnificantly in scale and oufreach, growing the country, highlighting the increasing Founder, Vasda Hope Foundation
Rigges than cw:r'hwu(c. Thie mavement r:arllc‘l tion of aducational institutins in ® Ananya Bhatiacharya
reached &cross 25 stetes and three Union climate-focused initiatives. Directar, Banglanatak.com
Temitories, engaging moee than 250 The awarts recognised canirituticns
atucational insfitutions nationwsde, Thaugh — acrss six key categories. Thase included A ® Vidya Bhushan Kumar
college connect intiatives. organisars Duality Improvemant and Follution Cantrad, Tormer Principal Ghis! Gonservator of
[ Sk et M s Dt et i e e o Forests & Head of Forest Force
Climate change is a reality that must be tackled through ideas, action - ;:em;:m Foundalion
| and collabarafion. Even Mumbai, duz to its uniqus vuinerabiities as a |
dense coastal megacity faces rising sea levels, extreme rainfall, ® Deeksha Prakash Singh
Hooding and haat stress. Through the Mumbai Climate Acticn Plan, | ‘foung Energy Expart and Researchar
BMC & investing in climate-resifient infrastucture, sewage at The Urifted Nations Economic
treatrment, Bood mitigation, green public ranspost, ar-gquality | Tammissian for Europe {UNEGE}
moritoring and ranewabls anargy, Bul building a cimata- ® Shwets Dalmmia
resilient Mumibal requires collective respansibility from the | Founder, Bharat Climate Startups

gevemment, insitutions, busnesses and citizens alike.
= Ram Bhooj
| ASHWINI BHIDE | Senior Achvisar UNEP
Municipai Commissioner, BMC
Lo = fnuradha P Dhawan

= = e e e Sustainabla Fashion Designer and
r Foundes, Around the Oes

® Devangshi Dutta
Emvironmental Coordinator, The
Satsang Foundatian
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Climate Reality Loadar
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Categary: Air Cuslity Improvement
and

EnHNJW GARG
indien instha of Technoiogy, Datn
Category: Clean and Renewabie

5
Arpit's innowation, MARUE

’ separation systems,

SPOTLIGHT

Rajatakshmi Institute of
Teechnology, Chennal

Category: Climata-Resilient Campus
—
O Rajalakshiml Instiute of Technology 1

[RIT) was recognised for demanstrating
autstanding instiubonat leadership in
chimate action through green nfrastnacure,
ranewabia energy adoption, amdronmental
elxlcamr youth engagement, sustainable
alvg campus-wide

ifiatives, "

e »

4 RINKU PAL
ABM COLLEGE

Pollution Cortrol

Rinku Pal was honawed
due 1o his pioneering work
trawgh “Vayweer Program”, a
yauth-led, community-griven initiative
adressing waste management and indoar
air podution i informal setthemants
theaugh hypariocal cimate action, clean
caoking awareness, and sustainabés urban
chmate resilience

-—

A JHANS] BHUPENDRA PULLA
Pillai CoBage of Arts,
Cammence snd Science

Jhansi Bhupendrs Pulla's

sulstanding “Painatoe Higkway”
Initiafive presented an irmovative

biomiversity restoration model supporting

climate resilisnca by craating sale

eoologecal comidors for pollinalors through

native plantations, community i

participation, and IJW-0ost sustanans '

design,

Energy Soluficns

Armay was recagnised for
Fiis Al-enabled Smart Grid
Intedligence Piatform that enhances
renewabie energy Integration, optimises
alectricily dernand farecasting, and

advances efficient, sustainable power
mamagement for dimate-ready enery

3H.N‘II]R.‘I BORA
Miranda House:

[ategary: Emaranmental Education
3 ment

sencitive heafth risk mapping

Integrabes dimate, enviranmental, and
eormamunity data o strenglhan parly
waming systems and imprave rasilignce
against mosguito-bome diseases impressed
e fury.

& ARPIT KUMAR
Menpal Acedemy of
Higher Education
v Water Stevardship and
ree Management

powared by METAL®, was a

breakdhrough maintenance-frae

watar purificafion tachnology enatling

sustainable remaval of arsenic and heavy

malats Browgh climale-neutral magnalic
P A

‘. DEVAMARAYANAN

& yatiorsa Institute of

Technoiogy, Callcut

Category: Sustainable Washe

Menagement and Circudar Ezonomy

His proposed decentralised

circular bo-refinery modal

transforms pouttry and maat waste

initn: beodiesed, boplastics, blogas, and

erganc products, advancing climate-

LONSCius 2ero-waste systems and

sistainabla resource recovary sohutions G

\,__ ot him the honoar,

s ey




